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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial Office Action based on the 1 0/55361 3 application filed on 
October 18, 2005. Claims 1-8, as a PCT/JP04/19659 filed on 12/21/2004, are currently 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Axelsson et 
al. (US Pub. No. 2003/0005443 A1 ; hereinafter US'443). 

Regarding to claims 1, 4: Axelsson teaches a picture receiver (an electronic 
program guide system associated with a broadcast receiver in a 
broadcast system; see US'443, Abstract and 1J001 2 ) and a program 
recommending method see US'443; 1J0015; 1J0016) comprising: 
a program information accumulating means (electronic program guide 
EPG;see US'443, Fig. 1 U0025-1J0028) for accumulating program information ;). 
a viewing information obtaining means (first display generation means for 
generating display of the EPG in the first display area of the 
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associated display unit) for obtaining program information of a currently 

viewing program (An electronic program guide (EPG) system 1 
associated with a broadcast receiver in a broadcast system is 
displayed in a first display area on a display unit, such as a 
TV set; 1J0025); 

a program recommending means (By providing a computer program product 
stored on a computer readable storage medium providing for 
selection of a desired program from said electronic program 
guide (EPG) ; controlling a tuner of an associated broadcast 
receiver to tune to the selected program; generating display of 
the selected program in the second display area of said display 
unit; storing parameters identifying said selected program; 
providing for selection of an additional program from said 
electronic program guide; see 1J001 6) for specifying a recommended program 
being on the air or to be put on the air (Using selecting means, such as 
e.g. a remote control unit (RC) , selection of a new, desired 
program can be made from the EPG. Tuning to this desired program 
is affected by tuning means for controlling a tuner of the 
associated broadcast receiver to tune to the selected program; 
Fig. 1, U0026-1J0028) within a predetermined time in accordance with program 
information from the program information accumulating means (The epg system l 
has access to timer means 6, which is activated when a program 
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replaces the first program displayed in the second display area 
2 when entering the EPG. The timer means 6 are set to elapse in 
a predetermined time, preferably between 5-15 seconds; Fig. 3, 
1J0033), program information of the currently viewing program from the viewing 
information obtaining means , and a predetermined recommendation standard (Fig. 3, 
1J0032-U0036). 

a picture displaying means (a display unit; tv set) for displaying two 
pictures of the recommended program (An electronic program guide (epg) 

is displayed area 1 on a display unit, such as a TV set, by a 
epg system l .) and the currently viewing program (The epg system l 
includes a picture-in-picture ( PIP) area, hereafter referred to 
as second display area 2 showing the program that was showed in 
full screen when the EPG was entered; Fig. 1, Tf0025) in accordance with 
information from the program recommending means (1J0028) 

Regarding to claims 2, 5: Axelsson also teaches the program recommending 
means judges whether or not the recommended program matches the currently viewing 
program (The EPG system 1 has access to timer means 6, which is 
activated when a program replaces the first program displayed in 
the second display area 2 when entering the EPG; 0033), and the picture 
displaying means (display unit as TV set) executes two-picture display only when the 
program recommending means judges that the recommended program does not match 
the currently viewing program (Sample views of programs may be displayed 
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in the second display area 2 but when the timer means 6 has 
elapsed the first program, registered in the storage means 3, is 
redisplayed in the second display area 2; 1J0034) 

Regarding to claims 3-8: Axelsson further teaches the picture receiver of claim 1 
further comprising: 

a user's input means (remote control) for accepting user's input (an activation 
button may be pressed by user), wherein the picture displaying means (TV set) 
shifts the mode to one-picture display (If a sample view of a desired 
program is displayed in the second display area 2, before the 
timer means 6 has elapsed, an activation button may be pressed 
as fifth input means, when the second display area 2 is marked 
4, returning the system to full screen viewing displaying the 
program previously displayed in the second display area 2, and 
also resetting the timer means 6; 1J0035) Of either the recommended 
program (selected program) or the currently viewing program (sample view program) in 
accordance with input information from the user's input means (in a first mode a 
sample of a program in the EPG 1 may be viewed in the second 
display area 2 activating the timer means 6 as described above. 
In a second mode the program may be viewed in the second display 
area 2 without activating the timer means 6. The choice between 
the two different modes is preferably obtained by displaying to 
the user of the EPG a message when a program is selected in the 
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EPG, which message gives two selectable choices: sample view on 
or sample view off, or alternatively timer on or timer off; 
1J0036) . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. LV 

Examiner, Art Unit 2623. 
Date 03/21/2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



